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1. Getting started

1.1 What‘s in the box?

• OVATION MA 8.3 (Pai r)  /  SA 8.3  
• Power  cord ( in some countries)
• Trigger plug(s)  3 ,5mm

1.2 Control and operating elements

The numbers in the f igures below mark the control  e lements.
They refer to the numbers in the  text ,  where the  operat ion of
the unit  is  described.

Fig.  1. Front  panel
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1. Power  button on/off
2. Control  LED
3. Display
4. Menu  buttons (soft keys)  a-e
5. Display button

Fig.  2. Rear panel  MA 8.3

Fig.  3. Rear panel  SA 8.3
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6. RCA input (MA) / RCA inputs  (SA)  unbalanced
7. XLR input  (MA) /XLR inputs  (SA)  balanced
8. Mains switch
9. Mains outlet
10. Speaker  terminals
11. Conf igurat ion por t  ( fi rmware updates)
12. Trigger input
13. Seria l  por t (RS232)

1.2.1 Pin assignment

Fig.  4. Pin assignment of XLR input(s)

1) Ground (GND)
2) Non inverting input POS (+)
3) Inverting input NEG (-)
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Fig.  5. Pin assignment of 3,5 mm trigger input (12)

1.3 Installation and cooling 

The un it  can become hot  depending on  the demanded output
power  or  environmental  temperature.  Therefore,  i t is  impor t -
ant ,  that  the cooling air  can flow unhindered into the  air  inlets
in the bottom and f low out  through the holes in the  rear panel .
Set  up the power ampli fiers  so that  there is  at least  10 cm
distance around the  dev ice to adjacent  components or wal ls .
When placing the amplif ie r  on  a carpet,  make sure  that  the
feet  of  the uni t do not  s ink  in ( if  necessary,  underlay pucks)
and that  the carpet  p i le  does not  seal the air  s lots  in the f loor.
D irect  exposure to sunlight  is  not  recommended because this
wil l  heat  up the un it  and may cause  unwanted mal functions.  

ℹ NOTE

The insta lled transformers emit magnetic stray f ie lds. To
prevent  interference, i t  is  recommended to not place the
unit (s)  e ither d irectly on or  near a  preamplif ier  or a  record
player.

a) Ground (GND)
b) Triggervsignal (+5V to +20V) 
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ℹ CAUTION

Heat sensi tive objects such as candles, plastics ,  records or
CD’s may also be damaged by the generated heat of the MA /
SA 8.3. Great care should a lso be taken to ensure small  chil-
dren do not burn themselves by accidentally touching the
amplif ier(s).  The housing does not  feel  extremely hot to
adults  but small  children generally react more sensitively.

1.4 Connection to mains

Connect  the  supplied mains cable to the power socket  (15)
and p lug i t into a Schuko socket .

ℹ NOTE

Keep the unit(s)  switched off  unt i l  a l l  audio connect ions are
made.  Also, keep your loudspeakers  disconnected when swit-
ching the unit  on for the f i rst t ime. I f  the device is sti l l  cold
after unpacking from transport,  p lace it  in  your l istening
room for  about  one hour  without a  mains connection so that
it  can adapt to  the room temperature.

ℹ CAUTION: Impor tant information on electrica l  safety

Depending on the connected loudspeaker and the requi red
output power,  the power ampl if iers  can take up to  3500 watts
from the mains. The power consumption can be up to  16
amps. Therefore, standard mains cables (maximum current
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10 Ampère) cannot be used.  The supplied power  cord is
designed for  up to 16 amperes. If  you wish to  replace the
mains cable with  another cable ,  p lease note that i t  i s appro-
ved for at least 16 amperes and has a suitable  coupling on
the device side ( IEC-60320 C19).

Connect each output stage to a separate socket.  Do not use
power distr ibution strips ,  as those are not designed for the
high currents  required in  total .

I f  the power amplif iers are in standby mode,  they are not
completely disconnected from the mains. To protect  your
dev ice from damage, unplug the device during a  thunders-
torm or  when you are away for a  longer period of t ime or
switch off  the dev ice with  the mains switch (8).

1.5 First star t-up

ℹ NOTE

I f  your power ampli fiers  are st i l l  cold  after  unpacking due to a
previous t ranspor t ,  p lace them in your l istening room for at
least  one  hour without  mains connection so that  they can
adapt  to the  room temperature.  Otherwise ,  condensation
could damage or destroy the un it .

Do not connect  any loudspeakers dur ing the  init ia l  star t-up.
Turn on the power  switch (8) .  While the AVM logo appears in
the display (3) ,  the  amplif ier  performs a self - test  and swit -
ches to standby mode after a few seconds. The  power LED (2)
l ights  up.
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As soon as the  se lf- test  is  completed ,  swi tch off  the amplif ie r
at  the mains switch (8).  The dev ice is now ready for wi r ing
with other  components of  your system.

ℹ CAUTION

Never connect  cables to switched-on dev ices or d isconnect
cables from swi tched-on devices.  This  could damage your
power amplif ier or  any other connected device. Before doing
so, turn off  the power switch or unplug the power  cord.

1.6 Connecting trigger inputs

I f  you use a pre-amplif ier  that  is  equipped with t r igger out-
puts,  connect  them to the t r igger  input(s)  of your MA / SA 8.3
(11) which wil l  automatical ly  swi tch on and off  together with
your pre-amplif ier.  The p inning of  the tr igger  outputs  is
described in sect ion 1.6  Connect ing t r igger inputs.  

1.6.1 AIR Tr igger (AVM Intel l igent Remote)

I f  you  have connected a compatible AVM model  such as the
OVATION PA 8.2 as a preampl if ier,  no separate t r igger con-
nection is  needed,  s ince those AVM preampli fiers   send
swi tch -on/off  signals to your  power ampli fier  inaudibly  v ia
the connected audio cable  (6 ,  7) .  
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1.7 Firmware update

The fi rmware of  the MA / SA 8.3  can be updated v ia  the conf i-
gurat ion por t  (11)  using a special  AVM update dongle.  To
update your amplif ier,  swi tch it  off  at the mains swi tch (8) .
Now plug in the dongle  as shown in the fol lowing f igure and
swi tch  on the  device  again.

Fig.  6. Firmware update wi th a special  AVM dongle at the 
configuration por t (11)   

The display (3)  now shows the  vers ion number  of the  cur-
rently instal led firmware  in  the lef t sect ion under  current .  On
the r ight  s ide the  version number of  the  avai lable update is
shown under new .  Wi th the menu  buttons 4a and 4e you may
select whether you would l ike to star t the process (UPDATE)
or cancel i t  (EXIT) .  After  the update  has been completed ,
swi tch  off the device at  the  mains switch (8) and remove the
dongle.  After restar t ing ,  the  device  star ts  with the  new f irm-
ware .
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1.8 Connecting a preamplifier

The MA 8.3 prov ides one RCA (6) and one  XLR input socket
(7)  each,  which can only be used alternat ively.  Here the pre-
ampl ifier  is  connected with a suitable cable.  

The  SA 8.3 is  equipped with two RCA (6) and two XLR input
sockets (7),  wh ich can also only  be used al te rnat ively.  Here
the preamplif ier  is  connected wi th  a suitable cable.  

For longer d istances,  we recommend the use of  a  balanced
XLR connect ion,  as this may shield  inter ferences more effec-
t ive ly  than a RCA connect ion.

ℹ CAUTION

Please make sure that  e ither  the RCA or the XLR cable is
connected to  the analog inputs.  Otherwise,  depending on the
output impedance of the connected source dev ice,   s imulta-
neous assignment  of the RCA (6) and XLR (7)  connectors  may
result  in  unfavorable sound ef fects or even a short c ircuit .

1.9 Connecting loudspeakers

ℹ IMPORTANT NOTES on electrica l  safety

The MA 8.3 is a bridge output stage. This means not only the
red (+)  loudspeaker terminal carr ies the s ignal,  but also the
black (-)  terminal.  Never  connect one of the speaker  termi-
nals  to the cabinet or the signal ground -  this  may damage
your  power ampli f ier or  other  devices of your  HiFi  system.
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Since the MA 8.3 delivers  over 1000 watts  of power,  h igh vol-
tages can occur  at the loudspeaker terminals. Therefore,  do
not  touch the terminals  of  e ither the power ampli f ier  or  the
loudspeaker  during operat ion. I f  you want to  change or
reconnect the speaker cables, f i rst switch off  the power
amplif ier using the mains switch (8).  

We recommend owners of SA 8.3 also fol low the above inst-
ructions.

Make sure  small  ch i ldren or pets do not  touch the  te rminals
or speaker cables whi le the system is in operat ion.  To con-
nect speakers to the output  jacks (10),  use  only  good quality
speaker cables of  suffic ient  cross-section .  If  in doubt ,  ask
your dealer to recommend the best  cable for  your speaker.

Make  sure the polar ity  is  correct  when  connect ing the  spea-
kers.  The red output  terminals  (10) must  be  connected to the
red speaker terminals  or to the speaker terminals  marked with
a plus s ign.  On the SA 8.3,  the r ight  and lef t  channels  must
have the same polar ity  of  the loudspeakers for opt imum
sound reproduct ion.

I f you are using banana plugs ,  turn the outer par ts  of  the
speaker terminals t ight  (to the r ight)  before  plugging them in
so that  they do not cause  annoying ratt l ing noises at  a  later
t ime. I f you  want to contact  bare cable ends or  cable lugs ,
turn  the  outer  par ts  of  the speaker terminals to the le ft  as far
as they wil l  go,  inser t the  str ipped cable ends or  cable lugs
from be low into the openings provided in the speaker termi-
nals and then t ighten the  outer par ts  of the speaker te rminals
by turning them to the r ight.

To take ful l  advantage of  the monoblock concept,  we recom-
mend you p lace the MA 8.3  as close  as possible to the
respect ive loudspeaker.  This  resu lts in shor test possib le dis-
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tances for the  t ranspor t  of the  electr ical  power f rom the
ampl ifier  to your  loudspeaker.  This  instal lat ion method also
saves you long and expensive loudspeaker cables and,  last
but  not  least,  makes playback  less sensit ive to in terference.

I f your loudspeakers react  to cables that  are  too shor t  with
t ight  but  too thin bass ,  th is  may be  due to the  fact that  those
loudspeakers were  designed to operate  wi th long cables.  The
cable is therefore a 'component  of  the crossover '  and has an
effect  on the bass reproduct ion.  As a resul t ,  we recommend
you use longer cables to operate such speakers.  In case of
doubt ,  p lease get  in touch with your dealer.
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2. Basic operation

2.1 POWER button

In permament  mode the  unit  is swi tched on and off by pres-
s ing the POWER button  (1).  In other operat ing modes (see
sect ion 2.6  Operat ing modes),  the power stage is  swi tched on
and off from an external source.  The POWER button is ineffec-
t ive  in these operat ing modes, which is indicated on the  dis-
p lay when pressed.

After switching on,  the power amplif ier  needs a shor t  amount
of  t ime to warm up the tube  section.  The  message tube
warmup  appears in the d isplay.  Please wait  unt i l  the enti re
waiting for tube warmup  d isplay changes completely  from
lower case  to upper case characters.  The two analog transfor-
mers for the  power ampl if iers  are then swi tched on  and, af te r
checking that  there are no errors ,  the protect ive  relay is  relea-
sed (a sequence  of c l icks can be heard from the device) .  The
MA 8.3 / SA 8.3  is  now ready for operation.

2.2 DISPLAY button

I f  you  wish  to switch off  the d isplay while  l isten ing to music ,
you may deactivate  it  by pressing the DISPLAY button (5) .  
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2.3 Menu sytem

The MA 8.3 and SA 8.3 provide a variety  of  individual sett ings
v ia a key-control led menu system. The corresponding func-
t ion of a  key is shown in the  d isplay above  the respect ive  key.
I f no display appears above a key,  no funct ion is assigned to
this  menu i tem.  The  menu system works both in operat ion  and
in standby mode by pressing the Menu key (4c) .

2.3.1 Operation of  the menu system

To enter the menu , press the middle menu button (4c) .  The
display (3) now shows the fi rst  menu i tem.

The  current  setting is highl ighted by a f rame. You may change
the sett ing by pressing the r ight  menu buttons (4d ,  4e) .  To
access other menu items, press the lef t  buttons (4a,  4b).  To
exi t the  menu and save your sett ings,  press the middle  menu
button (4c).

I f no button is  pressed for more than 10 seconds,  the menu
swi tches off  automatical ly.  Previously made sett ings are st i l l
saved.

2.4 Display brightness

Adjusts  the d isplay brightness:  100% / 75% / 50% / 25% /  from
remote s ignal.  See also section 2 .6  Operat ing modes.
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2.5 Display modes

bargraph & value:  During operat ion,  a  bar indicates the  cur-
rent output  leve l.  A  numeric disp lay indicates the cur rent  peak
power.

bargraph only:  Dur ing operat ion,  a  bar indicates the  current
output  leve l.  

value only:  A  numeric d isplay shows the  current  peak  power
output .

2.6 Operating modes

permanent  (key POWER):  The MA 8.3  / SA 8.3  is a lways ready
for operat ion  as soon as it  i s switched on with the mains
swi tch  (8)  (standby mode).

auto:  The MA 8.3  /  SA 8.3 switches on automatical ly  as soon
as an  audio s ignal is  detected f rom the preampl if ier.  If  no sig-
nal  is  detected for more than about  6  minutes ,  the power
ampl ifier  switches back to standby mode.

t rigger:  The   switch-on s ignal  of a  preamplif ie r  wi th  switching
output  act ivates the MA 8.3 / SA 8.3  as soon as the preampli-
f ier  is activated.  If  the preampli fie r  is switched off ,  the output
stage also goes into standby mode. See also sect ion 1.6  Con-
necting t r igger  inputs.

remote:  If  you are using an AVM model of  the PA or SD series ,
set  the operat ing mode to remote .  The  MA /  SA 8.3  switches
on automatical ly  as soon  as the  corresponding PA or SD com-
ponent  with preamp funct ion is switched on.  The same
applies to the  switch-off  process.  The digita l  switching s ignal
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i s t ransmitted inaudib ly  and without  any influence on  the
sound via  the audio l ine (RCA or  XLR) .  The connect ion  of  a
separate t r igger cable is not  necessary in th is  case.  In addi-
t ion,  the d isplay brightness of the d isplay (4)  is  a lso adapted
to the setting of  the connected PA or  SD component (see  sec-
t ion 2.4 Display br ightness) .

ℹ NOTE

I f  you press the POWER button in  one  of  the  operat ing modes
automat ic ,  tr igger  or  remote ,  the d isplay shows this  button is
without  funct ion.  If  you want  to change this setting,  press the
menu button 4c.

2.7 Define load impedance

Here you can  adjust  the impedance of  the connected spea-
kers:  2  / 4 / 8  Ohm. This  sett ing is  used exclusively  for cal i -
brat ing the power  d isplay and has no effect  on the power
ampl ifier  i tse lf .

2.8 Set il lumination

This menu item al lows you to act ivate and deactivate  addit io-
nal  b lue LEDs in the device  as a special  opt ical  effect .
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3. Appendix

3.1 Cleaning

The surface of  the  housing is large ly  scratch-resistant  and
may be  cleaned wi th  mild  soapy water or  a  g lass cleaner  and
a soft  dust  c loth.

ℹ CAUTION

Never a l low l iquid to  enter  the inside of the housing during
cleaning. For  safety reasons, the power cord should a lso be
disconnected before damp wiping. Do not use solvents  or
abrasives as they may damage the surface or printing.  The
plexiglas  panel  of  the cover  is  very sensitive. 

3.2 Troubleshooting

Often,  supposed defects  can  be t raced back to operat ing
errors.  Before you contact  us about a  defect ,  please check the
funct ions of  your  power ampl ifier(s)  according to the fol lo-
wing check list :



Ap pe n di x

18 OVATION A 6.3  /  8.3

3.2.1 Device is switched on,  but  the display is dark

The display brightness is  set  too dark .  Set  the display to a di f-
fe rent  sett ing (see  also 2 .2 DISPLAY button and 2.4  Display
brightness) .

3.2.2 Device is  turned on,  but  does not  play music

Fi rst check whether the preamplif ier  and the  selected s ignal
source are working (e.g .  connect headphones) .

You have p lugged headphones in to the preampli fie r,  which
mutes the outputs.

Check the connect ion cables between source and preamplif ie r
and between preampli fier  and power amplif ier.

Check your speaker  cables for an open  or shor t c ircuit .

3.2.3 Device does not  switch on or switches to 
standby mode while l istening to  music

This can  happen if  the power ampl ifier  is  in auto  mode and
you hear at a  very low volume level .  In this  case,  the s ignal
voltage is  not  suff ic ient  to t r igger the automatic.  Se lect  the
permanent  operat ing mode instead (see sect ion  2.6  Operat ing
modes) .

I f the power  ampli fie r  is in t rigger  mode, check the  t r igger
cables between  the preamplif ier  and power ampli fie r  for a
shor t  c i rcuit  or inter rupt ion .
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The remote operat ing mode  is  selected but  no compatible
AVM preampl if ier  model is  connected.  Select  another  opera-
t ing mode (see sect ion 2 .6 Operating modes) .

3.2.4 After  swi tching off  the preamplif ier,  the 
power  ampl if ier does not  automatically go  into 
standby mode (after  about 6 minutes),  a lthough 
the operat ing mode "auto"  is  selected

Check to see if  you can hear any humming or chirp ing noise
from the speakers even afte r the  preampli fier  has been swit -
ched off .  If  this  is  the case,  interference in the  cable wil l
interfere wi th the  automatic switch-on/off  funct ion.  I t inter-
prets the inter ference  as a music s ignal and therefore  does
not  switch off the dev ice.   

Solut ion:  Posit ion your  cables in a  di fferent  way,  so that  no
interference is interspersed.  Check the pin assignment of
your balanced XLR cables (see sect ion 1 .2.1 P in assignment) .

3.2.5 Humming during music playback

The cause  is  usual ly  a  ground loop caused by an  antenna
ampl ifier  or  cable .  Check whether the  humming decreases if
you d isconnect  the antenna cable f rom your tuner ( if  connec-
ted ,  also from a TV).  If  this should help ,  a  sheath current  f i l te r
must be instal led in each antenna cable of the connected
rece iver.

Cable fault :  The shie ld  of  an audio cable is in terrupted,  the
RCA plug does not  have a good ground contact  (bend it  care-
ful l y) .  Check the  p in assignment of your balanced XLR cables
(see sect ion 1.2 .1  P in assignment).
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3.2.6 The display shows "OVERHEAT" and the uni t 
switches off

Switch off  the  mains supply  v ia  the  mains switch (8) and
allow the  ampli fier  to cool down for approx.  15 minutes.
Check that  the  ampli fier  is  correct ly  instal led (see 1 .3  Instal-
lat ion  and cooling) .

Check your speaker  cables for shor t  c i rcuits.

3.2.7 The display shows "OVERLOAD" and the unit  
switches off

Switch off the mains supply  via the mains switch (8) .

Check your speaker  cables for shor t  c i rcuits.

3.2.8 The display shows " INTERNAL FAILURE or DC 
on input"  and  the device switches off

Check to see if  your preamplif ie r  is  outputt ing DC voltage
(some tube preampli fie rs  do th is  for  a  shor t  t ime after powe-
r ing on) .

The  MA 8.3  /  SA 8.3  was overmodulated due to heavy output
levels .  In this  case it  switches off  automatical ly  to protect
i tsel f and the loudspeakers.  Switch off  the  power ampli fier,
reduce the volume and swi tch  on the  power  ampli fier  again.
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3.2.9 Packaging 

The bottom of the f l ight  case in  which the un it  is  del ivered is
not  symmetrical.  I f  you want  to pack the uni t into the case at
a later  point  in t ime , p lease make sure to posit ion the unit
correct ly.

Abb. 4. Bot tom of the AVM fightcase:  Make sure the feet of  
the amplif ier  are correctly posi tioned. 

3.1 Conditions of warranty (EC only)

I f  despite expectat ions a defect  occurs that  cannot  be repai-
red by yourself  or your dealer,  we under take the repair  of your
un it  free  of  charge for up to three years  f rom date of pur-
chase.  The  warranty covers  the costs  of materia l  and working
t ime,  t ranspor t costs  are to be borne by the owner.  
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Provisions for  this  warranty are:

1 .  The uni t must  have  been purchased f rom an authorised
dealer.  Equipment f rom other  sources wil l  not be repaired ,  not
even at  charge.

2.  The warranty registrat ion card,  together  with a copy of  the
bil l  of  sale,  must  be received by us wi th in four weeks of  the
date of  purchase.

3.  The defect must  not  have been caused by improper hand-
l ing  or misuse.

4.  Return the unit  to us only  in i ts  or iginal  packing.  I f this  is
not  possible  we are ent it led to re fuse acceptance.  We wil l  not
assume responsib i l i ty  for t ranspor t  damage under any cir-
cumstances.

5.  A shor t description of  the defect  is to be  included with the
returned uni t.

6 .  In cases of doubt  we reserve the r ight  to request  a  copy of
the bi l l  of sale.

7 .  We also reserve the r ight  to levy a handling charge for
i tems returned without  good or  val id  reason,  or  if  the  unit  pro-
ves to be not  defect ive .

PLEASE NOTE :  I f  you are return ing the unit  f rom a country
other  than Germany you should ensure that correct  expor t
documents are  obtained.  We cannot  accept  any charges for
costs arising f rom improper or incomplete expor t  documenta-
t ion.  I f you have purchased your un it  f rom a dealer  outs ide
Germany please  refer to him or the relevant impor t ing fi rm to
process the  war ranty.
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